88 PROCEEDINGS of the CONVENTION

‘ \ - :
miffioners with the permiffion of Congrefs proceed as aforcfaid and endeavour to effed the faid inliftment on
the bounty of twenty dollars allowed by Congrefs ; but they are not to engage the faith of this ftate to give
or make good any bounty of lands or give any affurance whatfoever that they will have fuch bounty. ‘

REesorveD, That Mr. Prefident write to the Congrefs, and inform them, that this Convention feel
themfelves very unhappy that there thould have been any, the lealt; ditFerence 'of opinion between them ;
and as defired have reconfidered their former refolutions for raifing the quota of troops of this ftate, and on
a very deliberate and attentive confideration of the fubjeét have come to the refolutions of this day, which
the prefident is requefted to enclofe. | ° , |

That this Corvention never apprehended that the Congrefs intended this ftate thould be obliged in its in-
dividual capacity to make good the bounty of lands to the foldiery, but were of opinion and remain firmly
perfuaded that if the bounty in land fhould, by authority of this ftate, be propofed as a motive to induce the.
individuals of its quota to inlift, this ftate will be tound in good faith to fee that bounty effectually granted;
and therefore as this ftate has no lands belonging folely and exclufively to itfelf, with which to make good
the bounty, it is'not only prudent, butnecc’[%ary, before they do an act which will engage the faith of the
ftate, to know what land is to be applicd, and on what terms, to the defigned purpofe - '

“That this Convention are under the firongeft impreffions that the back lands claimed by the Britifh crown,
if fecured by the blood and treafure of all, ought in reafon, juflice, and policy, to be confidered as a com-
mon ftock, to be parcelled out by Congrefs into free, convenient, and independent governments, as the
wifdom of that body fhall hereafter direét; but if thefe (the only lands ‘as this Convention apprehend that
can) fhould be provided by Congrefs at the expence of the United States to’' make good the proffered boun-
ties, every idea of their being a common flock muft be thercby given up : fome of the ftates may, by fixing

their own price on the land, pay off what of their quota of the public debt they pleafe, and have their ex-
tenfive territory fettled by the foldiery of the other {tates, whilft this ftate and a few others mutt ‘be fo weak-
encd and impoverifhed, that they can hold their liberties on!y at the will of their powerful neighbours.
T'hat this {tate is fo far from having an intention to increafe unnecefTarily the expence of the United
States, that it hath uniformly given every evidence to the contrary ; but this éonvention imprefled with the
indifpenfable neceflity of eftablithing and "keeping up 2 good army, at the fame tine that they could not be
a&ive in giving up a common right of the United States, or in rendering the freedom of their own preca-
rious, determined to exert the only fafe means in- their power to raife the quota of this ftate, nor can this
Convention yet fee any poffibility of injury to the common intereft from this: ftate adopting the moft ¢ffeltual
means to raife its own ‘quota of troops of its own inhabitints partly, or even who'ly, at its feparats expence.
That this Cenvention have a ftrong difinclination to go intorany difcuffion of thc powers with which the
Congrefs is invefted, being fully fenfible that thegeneral intere!t will not be premoted by either the Con-

grefs affirming, or this Convention denying the exiftence of a fulne’s of power in that honourable body ; “the
beft and only proper exercife of which can be in adopting the wifeft meafures for equally fecuring the

_ rights and liberties of each of the United States, which was the princ iple of their union.

Chat-this Convention, very fincerely difpofed to contribute every thing in their power towards the com-
mon caufe, will, if the Congrefs chufe neither to {pecify the lands to be given in bounties, nor to permit
this ftate to give the propofed additional bounty of ten dollars, endeavour to inlift its quota of troeps-on the
“twenty doftars bounty allowed by Congrefs, but if the event fhould prove a-difappointment;-it-cannot-be
imputed to this ftate. - L N A o - “ o
¢ T'hat this Convention requeft the honourable Congrefs foon to fignify their pleafure in this’ matrer to the
commiffioners from this ftate now attending in' Philad:]phia, that the litle time left may not be loftd =~ -

" On motion of Mr. Johnfon, REsoLvED, That thole of captain Richard Smith’s company who ‘will not
ré-inlift in the artillery fervice of this ftate be, ifcharged, ~ S
i M. S. Wright brings in and delivers to Mr. Prefident 2 report from the committee appointed to enquire

into the truth of the facts fet forth in the memorial of captainWilliam Stone, which was ‘read, and after

fome time {pent in confidering the fame, the further confideration thercof was poftponed, at the requeft of
captain Stoue, till the firft meeting of the general aflemtly.

" The order of the day for taking into confideration the letter”from the prefilent of Congrefls of the fer
cond of O&ober laft being read, the fame was referred till to-morrow. S

’ Convention adjourns till to-morrow morning g o’clock.

SUNDAY,




